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“Respect and Pride” 

1. Resource of the week:  

Whole Class Feedback: 

After attending two Teachmeets in the last 3 months I 

can see the strategy of giving whole class feedback is 

finding its way into many schools, even our very own. 

Discussed at length in the Teacher Toolkit Mark. Plan. 

Teach. book written by Ross Morrison McGill, the 

idea is you mark your classes books but write the 

feedback on one document which you show to your 

whole class in your next lesson. In their books you 

simply give them a code which is linked to the 

document and THE STUDENT writes up their 

feedback. 

Examples can be seen below and are attached. 

 

2. Whole school Literacy and numeracy tips:  

Literacy: 

POST IT STRATEGY 

For HAS students who are gifted in writing they are 

often more focused on their brilliant ideas than on 

the basic construction of language which often leaves 

longer answers sounding odd and lacking in fluency. 

Give these students a Post-It note to stick at the top 

of their written work and have them list all the 

different forms of punctuation that exist, short and 

complex sentences and active/passive voice. 

Students should cross out the types of punctuation/

sentence structure/voice that they use as they use it 

to remind them to vary their work. It's a simple 

reminder that makes student writing much more 

fluent as well as giving it much-needed character and 

making it way less boring to mark. It's also a good 

way of gauging who is putting in the most effort - I 

award ClassCharts points to students who cross off 

more than six items on the Post-It 

With thanks to Courtney Pettipas. 

 

 

Numeracy: 

Reminder for Year 7 Tutors -  Maths Whizz is a 

program that assesses and tracks each student, 

adjusting tutorial lessons and exercises to reflect the 

child’s placement and progress. On the whole it’s 

been a good term with some great progress but we 

need to make sure that this is still being used at 

home as much as possible. 

Numeracy tip: When dividing fractions turn the 

second fraction over and then multiply the fractions. 

With thanks to Tony Jones. 



4. Continued:  

An article from TES on How to support young 

people’s mental health during exams, results and 

beyond suggest these top tips. 

 

 Put yourself in their shoes - How would you 

manage this stress, how did you manage your 

exam stress have you shared this with your 

students? 

 Listen - Take note of what the students are saying 

during the lead up to the exam 

 Offer perspective- be the positive to their 

negative. 

 Be ready to Sign Post - Within EP do you know 

where the students can go to get exam stress 

support. Have you informed Julie Fear or Simon 

Puttick of your concerns, do you need some 

support from our Learning Support Team? 

https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/

breaking-views/how-support-young-peoples-

mental-health-during-exams-results-and  

5. Recommended reading: 

Simon Blay has been reading ‘The Book of Plenary’ by 

Phil Beadle.. “He’s entertaining and funny, advice is 

practical and he has books with specific areas that 

people can go to according to their needs.” 

 

 
A great book that gives useful 

tips on how students can learn 

independently including tips 

on metacognition. 

 

 
Lorraine Crallan has been looking 

at way to embed formative 

assessment into her teaching and 

learning. For this she has been 

reading an old favourite of mine 

‘Embedded formative assessment’ 

by Dylan Williams.  

3. If at first you don’t succeed try, try again:  

Do we give our students the chance to revisit specific 

skills over and over again until it sticks? Or are we too 

worried  about  getting  through  the  content  that 

we miss crucial opportunities?   

Many studies on knowledge retention show that you 

must repeat something several times in order to 

remember it, for example phone numbers. But it goes 

much deeper than that when we are trying to make 

knowledge/ skills/ techniques stick in our students. 

Do our student know how to learn? Do they know 

how they learn best? Do we teach the same skills in 

varying ways to ensure we meet the individual needs 

of all our students? 

 For more information on how we can help 

knowledge stick in our students please visit these 

websites. 

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/10-strategies-

enhance-students-memory 

 http://www.ldonline.org/article/5602/ 

https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-

teaching-strategies/learning-lasts-helping-students-

remember-use-teach/ 

4. Current focus in the classroom is:  

From our Year 11 Raising Attainment Meeting a lot of 

points were being raised about our current Year 11. 

One that stuck with me was the fact the students 

show no sense of urgency or on the other end are 

struggling with the pressures of their upcoming exam 

season. How do we support our students through this 

highly stressful time? 

The Guardian has released several articles  that 

discuss studies that prove that 1 in 10 children suffers 

from depression, anxiety or another diagnosable 

mental health problem, and 75% of mental illness 

starts before the age of 18.  This with added pressure 

of exams for some of students is too much. 

We as classroom teachers need to be understanding 

of this, do we know which students are likely to be 

experiencing this stress? Do we openly talk about 

exam stress in our lessons? Do we give them coping 

strategies? 

 



Just to reiterate the point of Lesson Study. It gives 

every teacher the opportunity and time to have 

structured, high quality peer to peer professional 

dialogue about teaching and learning. Through 

observations and feedback you are able to give one 

another supportive and objective feedback to 

support your professional 

learning. As a practitioner 

you can reflect on your 

current practice with a 

particular class, what is 

going well with a particular 

class and trying to do more 

of it and what is not going 

well with a particular class, 

and trying to do less of it. Our end goal is to simply 

improve the teaching and learning at EP. Excellent 

teaching leads to excellent grades. 

A reminder! Food for thought ...   

Sharing is caring. Please take a look at the Teachmeet 

slides on the Google Classroom. Myself, Richard or 

Tiff would be glad to answer any questions you may 

have on any of the content. 



….According to teachers… 

“To me, this is about how we learn to identify weaknesses early enough so we 
can target them directly.  Alternatively, if you know your weak spots you can 
compensate by bolstering your strengths.  Basically, it's about efficiency. 
Instilling this in our students probably requires an understanding that failure is 
part of any worthwhile learning process.”     

(Paul Stalenhoef) 

What is effective INDEPENDENT learning? 

“Effective independent learning takes place when the student has a good grasp 
of the task and is motivated to seek out their own understanding of information. 
Each learner may require different tools in order to be able to do this; that is 
why differentiation is so important.  Independence requires a curiosity within 
the subject, so teachers need to find ways to make learning relatable and to 
know when to intervene if a student is struggling, in order to keep the student 
focused and driven to achieve.” 

(Lisa Thornton) 

“Effective independent learning is students having the motivation to think for 
themselves and taking ownership of their learning and the work they produce. 
For me, modelling processes and the end result, at the beginning of a topic, 
allows students to access content quickly and realise their end goal.  This in turn 
means students can spend time thinking about and asking themselves how they 
can develop their work and make improvements 
 
By providing a variety of differentiated resources and success criteria from the 
beginning of topics, allows students to assess their own ability from the start 
and then choose materials that they have confidence to work with.”  
(Tiffany Sauvage) 



….According to teachers… 

“Effective independent learning requires students to have the ability to choose 
their own journey through their education.  Simply having the ability to extend 
their knowledge during lesson time, taking challenges where they feel confident 
and being able to take a step if they become confused ultimately helps guide a 
student's ability to become an independent learner.  Having low access tasks 
with high threshold outcomes enables students to continue building on their 
knowledge of topics and become resilient when facing new challenges..” 

(Martyn Lowe) 

What is effective INDEPENDENT learning? 

“Effective independent learning in my opinion is a learning environment created 
by a teacher that fosters confidence in students own ability and that gives 
them a greater awareness in their limitations and the motivation and strategies 
to manage them.  I feel students become responsible for their own learning 
process by collaborating with a teacher to  structure a lesson that is most 
effective to their learning.  I believe this can only happen if there is a positive 
relationship, built on mutual respect between the teacher and students.  
Effective independent learning takes my focus away from behaviour 
management and allows me to have the confidence in organising a wider range of 
differentiated activities for students to engage in. 
 
We can instil independent learning in students by gradually giving them 
responsibility  in lessons.  As teachers I feel we need to be more flexible in our 
teaching and listen to their suggestions, not just follow a set way.  Everybody 
learns differently.  There needs to be opportunities in lessons for students to 
self monitor their progress.  I think teachers need to give students feedback 
into whether their strategies are effective at achieving their desired learning 
goal.  This is extremely important with homework.  Feedback needs to be given 
to students to give them the confidence in working independently  and reflect 
on their learning (Go green).”  
(Richard Cumner) 



….According to students… 

What is INDEPENDENT learning and how have you seen it used within the class-
room? 

“Independent learning is where you try to overcome your struggles by yourself. 

We use this a lot in music when we have to learn the notes by ourselves.”  

(Finley Hind, Year 7) 

“When you try to overcome weaknesses by working hard independently.  An 

example of this was just in PA where we are given a piece of music to learn by 

ourselves.” 

(Malika Rahim, Year 7) 

“When you get set work and you have to do it by yourself.  I have seen this in 

Geography where we had a sheet of map coordination's and we had to go 

through it by ourselves marking out where the symbols were.” 

(Isla Pitman, Year 8) 

“It’s when you work on you own.  For example in English we’ve talked about the 

book all lesson, looked at characters then we have to independently write a PPE 

using the information we have.” 

(Kokwesiga Mugizi, Year 8) 



….According to students… 

What is INDEPENDENT learning and how have you seen it used within the class-
room? 

“Independent learning to me is learning on your own and trying to get over 

ordeal without any peer or teacher support.  In Computer Science we have to 

try and figure out how to write an algorithm and make a particular programme 

work using the support we are given beforehand.”   

(Thomas Malone, Year 9) 

“Where you have to work by yourself.  I see it a lot in Science as you do an 

experiment take down your findings and then draw a graph and write down our 

findings.” 

(Serina Weston, Year 9) 

“Independent learning is learning on your own.  I have used this in Maths when 

we are giving work and extended work to move onto once it is finished.  The 

extended work requires me to think harder and use initiative.” 

(Joshua Cullen, Year 10) 

“When you work by yourself and you have your own opinions about what you are 

doing.  I’ve used this in music where in lessons we look at skills but have to 

learn the music by ourselves.” 

(Sophie Locke, Year 10) 




